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CITY OF EL PASO 

2005 Federal Legislative Priorities 
 
General Principles: The City of El Paso supports federal legislation that enhances 
the City’s ability to solve problems and improve the quality of life for its citizens.  
The City of El Paso opposes federal legislation that reduces the City’s authority or 
increases the City’s costs.  We will work with other Cities to enhance and protect the 
authority of municipalities and to ensure that City taxpayers are not burdened with 
additional unfunded mandates. 
 
The City of El Paso will also support legislative initiatives of community partners 
that enhance the educational, cultural, military assets and infrastructure resources 
in our region.   
 
This document reflects the City’s adopted federal legislative policy as approved by City 
Council.  The City’s federal legislative program is organized into four categories, I. 
Priority Legislative Initiatives; II. Pending Appropriation Requests; III. Issues of 
Advocacy and Interest; and IV. General Guiding Principals. 
 

I. Priority Legislative Initiatives…………………………..……4 
The Mayor and Council will actively seek federal funds in support 
 of the following initiatives: 
 
Buses…………………………………………………………….……4 
El Paso Police Dept. Automated Fingerprint Id. System (AFIS)…4 
Regional Lab . ……………………………………………………….5 
River Trail……………………………………………………………6 

      
    II.       Pending Appropriation Requests………………………...7  

 
Border Highway Extension West…………………………………...7 
Central Business District Improvements…………………………...8 
Great Streets………………………………………………………….8 
Northeast Parkway…………………………………………………...8 
Widening of Interstate Highway 10…………………………………8 
 

  III.     Issues of Interest and Advocacy…………………………….….9  
The Mayor and Council will work with federal elected officials and 
agency representatives to advocate for El Paso’s interests in the  
following issue areas:  

 
            Department of Homeland Security, Center of Excellence………….9 

Healthcare and Public Health ………………………………………..9 
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International Trade……………………………………………………10 
Military Affairs/Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC)…….…….11 
Rail Security……………………………………………………………11 
Real World Schools/El Paso Charter High School…………..……....12 
Tigua Tribe …………………………………………………………….12 
Water Policy……………………………………………………………13 
Workforce Development………………………………………………13 

         
        IV.   General Guiding Principals………………………………………14 

 
Note: Items are listed in alphabetical order, not in order of priority. 
 
For more information, please feel free to contact Philip LoPiccolo in the Office of 
Mayor Joe Wardy at (915) 541-4145.    
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I.  Priority Legislative Initiatives 
 
Buses 
 
Proposal:  Seek federal Department of Transportation (DOT) funds for the replacement 
of buses.  
 
Background:   El Paso needs federal funds to continue replacing its aging bus fleet.  El 
Paso has pursued funding in the past several years to support replacement of 75 large 
transit vehicles that will soon reach the end of their useful life.  This situation is severely 
compounded by the fact that there are many people in El Paso who depend on buses as 
their only form of transportation. To many of the elderly and impoverished residents of 
El Paso, our buses are relied on exclusively to get to and from work, medical, and other 
appointments. Each new bus costs roughly $350,000 and a total of $6 million of Federal 
Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5309 (bus) funding is needed to complete El Paso 
bus replacement.   
 
Despite the great demand for Sun Metro bus service, El Paso has been unable to 
adequately modernize its fleet.  At the present time, the average age of buses in the fleet 
is 12 years old.  As a result, many Sun Metro buses experience frequent engine and air 
conditioning failure and most maintenance procedures on these buses provide only short 
term solutions.  These equipment failures create unacceptable service conditions that can 
become extremely dangerous when outside temperatures exceed 100° F. Sun Metro is 
seeking replacement, rehabilitation and purchase of buses and related equipment.  
 
Bus Fleet Modernization is Sun Metro’s number one priority.   
 
El Paso Police Dept. Automated Fingerprint Id. System (AFIS) 
 
Proposal: Seek additional federal funds to complete the upgrade of the El Paso Police 
Department’s (EPPD) Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS)  
 
Background:  The Department’s Automated Fingerprint Identification system, AFIS, is a 
regional interoperability system containing the fingerprints of all individuals booked by 
the EPPD. Currently, fingerprints are received from County booking on hard-copy 
documents and scanned into AFIS.  The EPPD is working on a project to connect the 
County’s Livescan workstation directly with the AFIS, eliminating the need for a hard 
copy and providing the EPPD with consistently better quality prints.  To further enhance 
this system, the EPPD hopes to install Livescan devices at the Regional Commands 
allowing to pre-process prisoners before they go to County Booking therefore 
establishing the identity and history of the detainee.  This action will contribute 
significantly to community law enforcement initiatives, such as Homeland Security, and 
eliminate problems associated with false identity. The EPPD will be able to accurately tie 
the detainee to a criminal history or establish a new history reducing an individual’s 
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ability to “hide” in the criminal justice system through the use of an alias.   This action 
can also eliminate the hazards of mistaken identity associate with an innocent person 
whose name has become inadvertently linked with a criminal.  El Paso County is 
interested in participating with further enhancements to this system as a way to deliver 
confirmed identities to the courts. 
 
An upgrade of the system is required by fiscal year 2010.  This upgrade will increase the 
capacity of the system and allow for additional hardware and software to enhance the 
system's capability.  Increased capability includes “two-finger fast ID” for use at the 
stations and possibly in the courts.  Another advantage of the system is the addition of a 
Laboratory Acquisition Workstation (LAW), which reads fingerprints from objects that 
are not smooth and flat, or that are of a texture that previously prohibited the raising of 
prints.  Ultimately, the AFIS System will allow officers to determine a person's identity 
from the regional command by transmitting data to a centrally located computer.  This 
action will speed up the booking process as positive identification is required prior to 
booking a prisoner.  Currently the officer must wait at the jail for the County to process 
their prisoner before the officer can return to the field.  This is a poor use of law 
enforcement personnel.  A Livescan device at the region will allow the work to be 
completed and transmitted to the jail prior to the prisoner’s arrival.   
 
In fiscal year 2005, $500,000 was allocated through the Department of Justice to this 
important project.  An additional $1,158,600 is needed to finalize the upgrading of the El 
Paso Police Department’s Automated Fingerprint Identification System.  
 
Regional Lab  
 
Proposal:  Seek federal funds to contribute to the development of a regional lab.  
 
Background:  One of the Mayor and Council’s federal priorities for fiscal year 2005 was 
to acquire seed money to support the development of a Regional Lab.  At the present 
time, El Paso has almost 800,000 residents but has no true crime lab.  Currently, Police, 
and Sheriff operate in over-crowded lab facilities with only basic infrastructure to process 
crime information such as Breath Alcohol Testing, Drug Analysis, Latent Print, 
Photography and Crime Scene Analysis.  Unfortunately, most of the more sophisticated 
lab work must be sent out of town for analysis.   The City County Health and 
Environmental District space is also inadequate to carry out critical infectious disease and 
bioterrorism related analysis.  
 
Rather than build several new laboratories for various departments and agencies, the City 
of El Paso is working with several government partners to develop a joint use laboratory 
model that would provide significant cost-savings through shared resources.  The 
Regional Lab would bring together numerous agencies across the City and County and 
serve the West Texas, Southern New Mexico region.  Such a facility would also allow 
regional lab services to be expanded to include the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) certification in order to expedite the 
flow of commerce at this port and reduce national security threats posed by unknown 
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substances at our bridges.  The cooperation created by the co-location of key laboratory 
functions greatly enhances our ability to identify and respond to homeland security 
threats.  
 
In fiscal year 2005, Congress appropriated $500,000 for this Regional Lab project.  These 
funds are important to begin planning a combined forensics and epidemiology lab for law 
enforcement, public health, agricultural and other city and regional needs.  Additional 
funds will be sought for this project in fiscal year 2006 with the goal being the 
construction of a Regional Lab to include lab space, bioterrorism lab functions, a crime 
laboratory, FDA certification laboratory and associated research functions. The Regional 
Lab will also include forensic analysis, technical expertise, tactical communications, and 
operational support for investigative and intelligence activities and effective 
communications and surveillance capabilities to support essential security 
responsibilities.   
 
The total project cost is estimated at $25 - $40 million.  Additional federal funds will be 
needed over the next several years to support the creation of this important asset.    
 
River Trail  
 
Proposal: Seek $1million in federal appropriations to assist in the development of a 
River Trail network in the El Paso region that offers recreational opportunities and access 
to historical, cultural, and natural resources. 
 
Background: This project has catalyzed a broad-based effort to add new trails, protect 
open space, and river corridors in the city and county of El Paso. Important features along 
the trail corridor include the Keystone Archeological and Wetlands site, International 
Boundary Marker #1, Paso de Norte and Old Fort Bliss, Chihuahuita Neighborhood, 
downtown El Paso, Chamizal National Memorial, El Paso Zoo, Ascarate Regional Park, 
Shawver Park, Rio Bosque Wetlands, Franklin Canal, and the historic Camino Real de 
Tierra Adentro and El Paso Missions in the lower valley. 
The overall vision of the project is to create a multi-use trail and open space network 
along the entire length of the Rio Grande as it flows through the El Paso region. This 
could include over 42 new miles of trail. A New Mexico extension is funded and will 
soon be under construction. In recent community visioning events, local residents and 
community groups have expressed overwhelming support for the project and have 
participated in providing input to create a River Park and trail system that meets their 
needs. 
 
A great deal of progress has been made on the development of the trail including the 
completion of a Phased Regional River Park Plan and the establishment of a River Park 
Task Force.  In addition, the West Side portion of the River Trail was awarded a 
$750,000 regional park grant from Texas Parks and Wildlife and the East Side trail 
initiative was awarded $3.1 million in funding from 2001 TEA-21 transportation 
enhancement program. The funds will be used to build four miles of new trail in El Paso. 
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The East Side trail funding will connect Ascarate Park to the Riverside High School.  
Ciudad Juárez is also participating in related trail development activities. 

 
According to budget estimates, costs to complete Phase II - 5.6 miles of trail mostly 
along urban streets ($138,000) from Ascarate County Park to Chihuahuita Historic 
Neighborhood Park in downtown - and Phase III, which includes 3.5 miles of trail in a 
suburban/rural area of El Paso, from Country Club Road to Keystone Heritage Park 
($875,000). Both phases will include street signage, lane painting, trailheads, information 
kiosks, and other amenities including water conserving drip irrigation systems when 
appropriate. Completing this portion of the trail will assist in reaching three-quarters of 
the full project. Private funding has been committed to complete the remaining trail gap if 
public sector funding for this section of the trail is secured.   It is estimated that that 
$1,013,000 is needed to complete nine miles of trail. The total needed to complete the 
entire trail is estimated to cost $3 - $14 million. 
 
II. Pending Appropriation Requests 
 
Proposal:  Advocate for El Paso’s transportation priorities as developed and approved by 
the El Paso Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Transportation Policy Board 
(TPB).   
 
Background:  The Mayor and Council will work with the Congressional delegation to 
support the priorities listed below in both the 6-year Transportation Equity Act for the 
21st Century (TEA-21) reauthorization and within the fiscal year 2006 Transportation 
Appropriations bill.  The transportation needs of people along the U.S. - Mexico border, 
and Texas in particular, are unique.  El Paso is no exception.  If we do not address them 
now, they will impact the rest of the nation.  Our expanding relationship with Mexico is 
increasing trade and interaction between our two countries but also adversely impact our 
already strained infrastructure.  El Paso continues to struggle with street congestion, lack 
of alternative freight routes, an aging bus fleet, deteriorating inspection facilities, and a 
host of other issues.  The Mayor and Council will support legislation and federal agency 
action that will accelerates transportation infrastructure funding for communities 
disproportionately affected by international trade.    
 
Border Highway Extension West (Loop 375) 
Construction of this regionally significant transportation project will provide the only 
parallel alternative route to Interstate Highway 10.  Extension of the Border Highway 
west to connect with Paisano Drive (west of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad) 
would be the last link of a continuous freeway/expressway route from I-1o (at Sunland 
Park Drive) to I-10 east (at Americas Avenue).  The El Paso MPO identifies this project 
in the 2030 Metropolitan Transportation Plan as a 4-lane expressway.  The total project 
cost of this project is $160 million.  
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Central Business District Improvements  
The City of El Paso, in conjunction with the Texas Department of Transportation, will 
reconstruct portions of six streets in downtown El Paso: Franklin Avenue, Mesa Street, 
Mills Avenue, Oregon Avenue, Stanton Street, and Santa Fe Street.  The project includes 
right-of-way, parkway, roadway, drainage, lighting, and traffic infrastructure 
improvements.  These streets are within the central business district of the largest city in 
the region, making their improvement important not only to transportation in the 
downtown area, but also to the economy of the region as a whole.  
 
Great Streets  
This project would revitalize several historically significant corridors along Alameda, 
Dyer, and North Loop in El Paso through the integration of public transportation services 
and the construction of pedestrian-oriented amenities.  Specifically, the project would 
enhance access to businesses and residences located near transit stops by providing new 
sidewalks, accommodations for persons with disabilities, and additional transit shelters, 
among other improvements.  Two similar corridor revitalization projects have been 
completed successfully in the vicinity.  This project will help further promote 
redevelopment in the area. 
 
Northeast Parkway  Currently, there is no truck bypass around metropolitan El Paso, 
nor is there a relief route to the Interstate Highway system.  This project will provide for 
a new 18.3-mile, four-lane divided highway from Loop 375 (Transmountain Road) to the 
Texas-New Mexico state line on FM3255. The new Northeast Parkway will keep truck 
traffic outside the El Paso city limits and instead send it on a more direct route to New 
Mexico and Interstate Highway 10.  The new route will give truck traffic an alternative to 
using Transmountain Road, which will reduce runaway truck accidents. Also, the 
trucking industry and traveling public will consume less fuel since the route will be more 
direct. 
 
Widening of Interstate Highway 10 
This project provides for widening of I-10 by adding two inside travel lanes from the 
Texas-New Mexico state line to Transmountain Road. The amount of truck traffic on I-10 
has increased dramatically as a result of the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA), causing severe strain on I-10.  Widening the section of the highway from the 
state line to Transmountain Road will reduce congestion in a particularly high-volume 
section of the highway.  Other congested sections of I-10 have been widened or are 
planned for widening, and this project will ensure that this section will not become a 
traffic bottleneck. 
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III.  Issues of Interest and Advocacy 
 
Department of Homeland Security, Center of Excellence and Training 
Center   
 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has established a program for the 
development of University based Centers of Excellence in homeland security.  As the 
program moves forward, it is critical that El Paso, as a border community on the front 
lines, work to ensure that at least one of those Centers focuses on the unique security 
challenges along our southern border.   The designation of El Paso as a DHS Border 
Center of Excellence is a priority for a diversity of reasons. First, there is no better place 
to train people about the issues of international border security than on the border.   
Second, the designation of El Paso will help draw federal homeland security resources to 
our community.  Thirdly, a Center of Excellence located along the United States-Mexico 
border will serve as a focal point for addressing border specific homeland security issues 
and will help in the war against terrorism by providing expertise and capabilities in many 
critical areas.   
 
Communities along the U.S. - Mexico border have a great deal to offer to the rest of the 
country.  In El Paso, we have been able to navigate through some very difficult terrain in 
regards to homeland security by using communication and diplomacy, working together, 
and understanding that our border communities are intimately interrelated and dependant 
on one another.  We have developed practices and solutions that should be emulated on a 
national level.  El Paso has the capability to be at the forefront of discussions when it 
comes to the development of homeland security strategies, and the creation of new and 
creative technologies in the war against terrorism. Ultimately, a secure border is a border 
that is good for international trade and relations.  
 

• Support legislation and action DHS action to create a Center of Excellence in the 
El Paso community.  

 
• Support the creation of a training component as a part of the Center of Excellence 
 
• Work collaboratively with federal legislators, private business and educational 

institutions towards this goal.  
  
Healthcare and Public Health 
 
The people along the border suffer disproportionately high levels of poverty and disease, 
including diabetes, TB, hepatitis, cancer and HIV.  Over three million U.S. residents who 
live along the border are uninsured.  The border region is also adversely affected by 
environmental health hazards including lack of adequate drinking water, chemical 
exposure and air pollution. We have shortages of nurses, doctors, and other health 
practitioners, but no shortage of need.  In addition, the border is shouldering the burden 
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of providing services to the large numbers of uninsured, under-insured, and the 
undocumented 

 
• Support legislation and action that increases federal healthcare expenditure and 

resources directed at the U.S. – Mexico border and or highly underserved, low-
income areas like El Paso. 

 
• Support increased funds and resources directed to El Paso in support of the four-

year medical school and the development of medical infrastructure.  
 
• Support legislation that will allow for greater federal resources to reimburse 

hospitals and other providers for care to the uninsured and undocumented.   
 

International Trade   
 
Situated on the border of two nations and three states, the location of El Paso/Juarez 
presents a unique array of opportunities. The cities have an excellent relationship of 
friendship and cooperation and a concerted effort must be made to strengthen this 
important relationship.  Efficient and stream-lined trade through our port is significant 
not only to our own economy but to the economies of Mexico and the United States.  El 
Paso’s proximity to Mexico furnishes an excellent opportunity for businesses to 
capitalize on the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), the maquiladora 
industry, and other prospects in Central and South America.  
  
The efficient implementation of the US-VISIT program in a way that enhances security 
for our citizens and visitors while facilitating legitimate travel and trade across our 
borders is a top priority for the El Paso community.  In addition, the US-VISIT program 
must help secure our borders, facilitates the entry and exit process, and enhance the 
integrity of our immigration system while respecting the privacy of our visitors.  In this 
regard, the City’s international trade priorities are as follows:  

 
• Ensure that the City’s interests and preferences are fully and fairly considered in 

the implementation of the US VISIT program. 
 
• Support federal efforts that advance international commerce, promote investment 

and industrial development.    
 
• Support federal efforts that advance tourism and cultural heritage.  
 
• Support increased funds and resources being directed to the border to streamline 

international trade and commerce.  
 
• Institute an international bus service route with ciudad Juarez to increase 

international cooperation, commerce and decrease bridge traffic. 
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• Support increased federal funds to address and resolve serious environmental 
issues along the U.S. – Mexico border.  

 
Military Affairs/Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC)   

 
The Base Realignment and Closure Commission process is obviously well underway, 
with a preliminary list of U.S. military base closures and unit transfers expected by 
this spring.  Working with the City of El Paso, the El Paso Chamber of Commerce, 
and other area stakeholders, Ft. Bliss stands poised to potentially receive new Army 
units out of this process.  Work will continue to support improvement of City 
infrastructure and services that are helpful in attracting new units and new missions to 
Ft. Bliss.  Given current BRAC criteria that evaluate the condition and capacity of 
existing and future infrastructure, it is important to endorse efforts that support the 
expansion and maintenance of infrastructure projects related to Fort Bliss.  In 
addition, it is critically important to support initiatives that increase the educational, 
healthcare and quality of life capacities of our community.    
 
• Support the construction of a 27.5 million gallon per day desalination plant on 

federal property.  
 
• Support the development of an overpass connecting Fort Bliss and Biggs Army 

Airfield.  
 
• Support the construction of soccer complex with a water distribution system to 

serve joint City/Fort Bliss Soccer Complex needs.  
 
• Support the construction of access road from our existing and emerging Airport 

Industrial areas which will help expedite trucking access and remove truck traffic 
from current congested access routes, i.e., Montana/ Airport/Airway routes (see 
appropriations section).  

 
• Support the repair of apron and taxiway at the airfield to enable increased air 

traffic.  
 

Rail Security 

The responsibility of securing our nation's rail and mass transit systems is a shared one. 
The Department of Homeland Security and the Department of Transportation and other 
federal agencies have taken significant steps to enhance rail and transit security in the last 
three years in partnership with the public and private entities that own and operate the 
nation's transit and rail systems.  Efforts have focused on greater information sharing 
between the industry and all levels of government, assessing vulnerabilities in the rail and 
transit sector to develop new security measures and plans, increasing training and public 
awareness campaigns and providing greater assistance and funding for rail transit 
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activities.  The Federal government provides leadership and technical assistance to transit 
and rail system owners and operators.   

• Support federal funding to examine issues of rail security in the El Paso ciudad 
Juarez community.  

 
• Encourage federal cosponsorship of legislation that directs additional DHS and 

DOT funds for rail security and safety for railroads and rail facilities including 
both passenger and freight lines.   

 
• Engage private rail interests to increase rail security in the El Paso metropolitan 

area.  
 
Real World Schools/El Paso Charter High School   
 
For many years, community leaders in El Paso have envisioned the development of a 
fully integrated, project-based educational program for a state-of-the-art El Paso Charter 
High School to serve up to 2000 11th &12th grade students. The vision has included 
locating the school in downtown El Paso so as to capitalize on the Empowerment Zone  
(EZ) status.  The school would consist of project-based instruction focused in Bio-
Science & Health Care, Business & Entrepreneurship, Community Design, Planning & 
Construction, Media, Communication & Information Design, Aeronautics, Satellites & 
Robotics, Law, Order & Public Safety. 
 
RealWorld Schools is a private corporation formed to implement powerfully effective 
schools in partnership with districts across the United States.  This corporation received a 
$150,000 federal appropriation for fiscal year 2003 to develop an implementation plan 
for an El Paso charter school.  This plan has been completed. Work needs to be done to 
move this project from the conceptual stage to reality.   
 

• Support the development of a state-of-the-art El Paso Charter High School to 
serve up to 2000 11th and 12th grade students from the El Paso area.  Support 
additional federal appropriations of $2 million to develop the curriculum.   

 
Tigua Tribe 
 
As a sovereign nation, the Tigua Indian Tribe opened Speaking Rock Casino in 1993.  
When the casino was in operation, it was of great benefit to the Pueblo and to the people 
of El Paso.  Unemployment within the tribe was virtually eliminated, businesses thrived 
and property values within the area increased above the average for the entire county.  
Speaking Rock Casino brought $50 - $60 million per year to the local economy and the 
Tribe employed 785 people with an annual payroll of about $14 million. The casino gave 
the Pueblo the opportunity to build new housing, establish healthcare, and start new 
business enterprises.  The Casino was closed by the State of Texas in February, 2002.  
Federal action may be pursued by the Tigua to reopen the casino.  
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• Support possible federal action to restore gaming at Speaking Rock Casino.   
 
• Support American Indian Self Determination. 

 
Water Policy   
   
The federal Water Resources Development Act authorizes dozens of federal flood 
control, hydroelectric, and, to a lesser extent, water supply projects around the country, 
including in the El Paso region.  There will likely be a renewed effort to consider this 
legislation again this year, which could present new opportunities to initiate, expand, or 
continue El Paso water projects. 
  

• Support additional federal funds being directed to the desalination plant if needed.  
 
• Support legislation that addresses issues of water availability in border areas. 
 
• Support Army Corp of Engineers (USACE) funding of flood control project in the 

El Paso community.  
 
Workforce Development   
 
The Upper Rio Grande Workforce Development Board was appointed by local elected 
officials in 1997 and certified by then Governor Bush as a mechanism to give local 
control to communities and their workforce system.  The workforce system is tasked with 
providing job training, childcare and employment services to employers, job seekers and 
youth in the Brewster, Culberson, El Paso, Hudspeth, Jeff Davis and Presidio counties.  
Unfortunately, the workforce board has very limited local control, given the rigid nature 
of the rules governing the use of these funds.  These rules and restrictions make delivery 
of innovative programs difficult to accomplish.  Granting a waiver would help 
communities in accomplishing the goals specific to the needs of their population. In 
addition, the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) is up for reauthorization this year.  This 
Act could provide local workforce boards and other entities with even greater flexibility 
in the use of federal funds, which could be used to address El Paso’s unique job training 
and adult education needs related to manufacturing and workers dislocated due to trade 
and other factors. 
 

• The number one priority in workforce development for the El Paso community is 
to assist the Texas Workforce Commission in seeking a federal waiver that allows 
for more local control and discretion in the use workforce development funds for 
programs tailored to the needs of individual communities.   

 
• The Mayor and Council will support federal funds for creative workforce 

development programs such as Project Arriba.  
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• Support increases in the NAFTA Trade Adjustment Assistance Program (TAAP) 
to fund additional job training for workers displaced by international trade.  

 
• Support a greater Department of Labor (DOL) presence in the El Paso area to 

address displaced worker issues and issues of federal worker’s compensation 
(OWCP). 

 
• Support the creation of Opportunity Zones for sections of the city that are not part 

of the Empowerment Zone.  These zones will foster economic growth and 
opportunity for areas of our community that have been impacted by the 
transitioning economy.  

 
 

IV. General Guiding Principals 
 
The City will support legislation and federal agency actions that: 
 

• Will protect and enhance City revenues. 
• Reduce costs to the City. 
• Provide for more local control. 
• Protect those policies previously established through the Charter, ordinances, 

resolutions, and master plans. 
• Promote educational, employment and recreational opportunities for our residents. 

 
The City will oppose legislation or administrative actions that: 
 

• Undermine the principle of home rule and local self-government. 
• Result in loss of revenue or revenue growth to cities. 
• Diminish the current authority of cities to regulate and manage their growth and 

development. 
• Nullify or undermine the City’s policies contained in existing provision of the 

Charter, ordinances, resolutions and master plans, unless such changes expand the 
City’s ability to manage its own affairs. 

• Diminish any existing authority of cities. 
• Impose mandates that require any expenditure by the City unless all costs of same, 

including administrative as well as direct out-of-pocket costs, are fully reimbursed 
by the mandating government.  
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